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to the Scottish crown became disputed between Baliol and Bruce,
two Anglo-Norman nobles descended from princesses of Scotland.
Edward was really in possession of the country, having put in
officials in the name of his daughter-in-law. "With full intent of
retaining it by force of arms, he bade farewell to his beloved
Eleanora, charging her to follow him with all convenient speed to
the Scottish border. Eleanora set off in October, but fell sick of
an autumnal fever, at Hardeby, in Lincolnshire. Finding herself
sinking, she made her will, and prepared for death with great
firmness. Messengers had been despatched announcing 'her danger
to the king. Edward turned southward and travelled with im-
petuous speed, but did not arrive in time to receive her last sigh; she
expired November 29,1290. Forgetting, in his grief for her, all
his ambitious designs on Scotland, king Edward followed for
thirteen days the funeral procession of his beloved Eleanora from
Lincolnshire to Westminster abbey, the place of her interment.
Every night the royal bier rested in the centre of some town or
village; the neighboiuing ecclesiastics came forth to cense, and
pray, and keep vigil round it; and king Edward vowed to erect a
cross at each of these stations, whence alms were to be distributed,
sermons preached, and services sung. There were thirteen of
these crosses, models of architectural beauty, erected. The last.
Charing Cross, near the place of final destination, was destroyed
in the 17th century. Northampton Cross is still to bo seen.
Fanciful tradition has very generally asserted that Charing Cross
was so called by Edward I., as he usually spoke Proven9al French,
and he meant to say the cross of the dear queen, or chere reinc.
All these crosses were, however, paid for from her own funds,
likewise the exquisite portrait-statue and her tomb at Westminster
abbey, still to be seen in unimpaired beauty.

Eleanora left seven daughters: one only oat of four sons sur-
vived her, the unfortunate Edward of Caernarvon. The king
settled the crown on his daughters successively, in case of the
failure of his male line, which never took place, since her present
Majesty represents both Edwards. There was a secluded angle in
old Westminster palace, called the Maiden Hall or Tower, where.
Eleanora's seven daughters were brought up. The princess royal
was married to the duke of Barr or Lorraine,- Joanna of Acre to
the premier noble of England, Gilbert de Clare, earl of Gloucester;
Isabella married the count of Holland; Mary became a mm;
Blanche, Beatrice, and Berengaria, all born in Aquitaine, died
early in life. Out of Eleanora's numerous family, only the nun-
princess and the hapless Edward II. reached middle life.